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PROJECT SUMMARY AND NOTICE OF CATEGORICAL
EXCLUSION FROM DETAILED ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

pate: At 1 & e
Loan Applicant: Flagg Creek Water Reclamation District Illinois EPA Loan Project Number: L176306

To all interested persons:

Section 365.330 of the Procedures for Issuing Loans from the Water Pollution Control Loan Program requires that
the lllinois Environmental Protection Agency (lllinois EPA) publish a Notice of Categorical Exclusion for proposed
wastewater projects which have little or no potential for causing negative environmental impacts related to their
construction. Prior to granting its approval of the project plan, the Agency requires that the public be granted an
opportunity to comment as to whether in fact the project should be precluded from the formal environmental review
process and public hearing.

The lllinois EPA has reviewed the above cited project plan and concurs with the applicant’s finding that the proposed
project is technically appropriate and cost effective. Unless new information provided through the public comment
process causes reconsideration, the Agency will approve planning for this project at the close of the public comment
period.

The applicant is required to publish a public notice that the Agency has issued the attached Notice of Intent to Issue
a Categorical Exclusion. This document, along with the project plan, must be made available for public inspection,
allowing 10 days for public comment. During this comment period, written comments may be provided to the
applicant or directly to the Illinois EPA contact person identified in the attached document.

Your interest and participation in this process are appreciated.

Sincerely, P

Nidhan Singh, M.B.A.

State Revolving Fund Manager
Infrastructure Financial Assistance Section
Bureau of Water
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO ISSUE A CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

In accordance with the lllinois Environmental Protection Agency (lllinois EPA) Loan Rules, Title 35, Subtitle C, Chapter II,
Part 365.330 (State Environmental Review), the lllinois EPA has determined that the proposed project, described below,
may be excluded from a detailed environmental impacts review. The Agency may categorically exclude certain types of
projects from environmental review if no potential for negative environmental impacts exists. The proposed project has
no environmental issues and is being constructed is previously disturbed areas.

This report is based on information submitted to the lllinois EPA by the Flagg Creek Water Reclamation District {FCWRD).
Sources of information include the following documents: Flagg Creek Water Reclamation District 2027 WWTP
Improvements Project Planning Report prepared by FCWRD and Baxter & Woodman, Inc. dated October 2025. Additional
documentation was obtained from loan application documents and compiled by the Illinois EPA.

PART | - PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name: Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP} Improvements

Loan Applicant: Flagg Creek Water Reclamation District

County: DuPage & Cook Project Number: L176306
Current Population: 78,848 Future Population (20 year): 142,732

Design Average Flow: 12 MGD Design Maximum Flow: 30 MGD

Background Information: Flagg Creek Water Reclamation District owns and operates a water reclamation plant (WRP)
located in Cook County approximately 15 miles southwest of downtown Chicago. The WRP was first built in the 1920s as
a conventional activated sludge plant and has since had several expansions and improvements. it includes both a north
plant and a south plant. The effluent from the WRP is discharged into Flagg Creek. The District also owns and operates
approximately 300 miles of sewer mains and 20 sewage lift stations spread over the service area. The service area
includes parts of 12 different surrounding communities and nearby unincorporated areas, mostly in DuPage County.

Project Description: This project includes various improvements to the WRP including construction of new anaerobic
tanks and RAS fermenter for both plans, construction of new UV disinfection facilities, rehabilitation of the existing
chlorination infrastructure for the excess flow, construction of excess flow clarifier(s) and rehabilitation of the excess
flow lagoon, upgrades to all of the blowers in both the north and south aeration tanks, replacement of the diffuser
system in both the north and south plants with high efficiency diffusers to reduce electrical use, construction of an
additional final clarifier at the north plant, construction of a solar array to provide 20% of the District’s electrical needs,
rehabilitation of the raw sewage wet well, improvements to the SCADA system, rehabilitation of aging clarifier
mechanisms, instaliation of weir covers to reduce algae growth, replacement of aging electrical components, and
construction of new site electrical distribution/duct banks.

Project Location: This project will occur at the John E. McElwain WRP located in Burr Ridge. See attached map for the
location.

Project Justification: The main objectives for the District are to provide facilities that maintain current operations and
reduce cost of operation. The wastewater reclamation facility has been very well maintained over time. However,
several equipment units and facilities are beyond their life expectancy or do not conform to operability expectations.
The focus of this project is to replace the aging equipment with new, energy efficient alternatives.

Estimated Construction Start Date: March 2027
Estimated Construction Completion Date: February 2030

Project Cost Estimate: 568,419,755



PART Il - PROJECT AFFORDABILITY FOR RESIDENTS AND UTILITY CUSTOMERS

The applicant is proposing to finance the project costs with a loan from the Water Pollution Control Loan Program
(WPCLP). Annual repayments on a WPCLP loan in the amount of $68,419,755 at an estimated interest rate of 2.16% for a
term of twenty (20) years are $4,215,990.

The loan program rules include provisions for incentives such as reduced interest rates, partial principal forgiveness (a
reduction in the amount of principal borrowed that would otherwise have to be repaid), and extended repayment periods
for qualifying applicants. The criteria used to determine incentive qualification are found in Sections 365.210 and 365.250
of the Procedures for Issuing Loans from the WPCLP which is available on the Agency’s website. The final decision for
incentive qualification will be determined at the time a loan agreement is issued using updated Census Bureau and
Department of Labor data. The Agency adjusts qualifying criteria annually on July 1%,

Using current data, FCWRD is eligible to receive a 30-year loan term and an environmental discount rate reduction. The
final loan and annual repayment amounts will be based on the as-bid project costs, and the loan terms in effect on the
date the loan agreement is issued. A rate increase is necessary to repay the loan.

Source of Loan Repayment: User Fees and cash reserves
Current Average Monthly Residential Cost of Service: $37.74
Projected Average Monthly Residential Cost of Service: $43.22
Average Monthly Residential Water Use: 6,450 gallons
Number of Customers or Service Connections: 18,430

How is the monthly residential rate/cost of service calculated? Fees for wastewater collection are based on the amount
of water used. The District bills its users on a bi-monthly basis. The current rate is a user fee of $2.42 per 1,000 gallons of
water used, a sewer fee $0.95 per 1,000 gallons used, and a service fee of $32.00 charged bi-monthly. For the average
user, this calculates to: $32.00 + {$2.42 x (6450 x 2)/1000} + ($0.95 x (6450 x 2)/1000) = $75.47 bi-monthly or $37.74 per
month. FCWRD is implementing a 2.75% annual rate increase. The proposed rate by 2030 for the average use of 6,450
gallons will calculate to: $36.65 + ($2.77 x (6450 x 2)/1000) + ($01.09 x (6450 x 2)/1000) = $86.44 bi-monthly or $43.22
per month.

Median Household Income (MHI): $110,502.00

Financial evaluation of the proposed project: To evaluate the costs of the proposed project for the community, a
percentage comparison of the MHI to the average, annual cost for water service is utilized. The MHI listed above is from
the current fiscal year’s census information. The proposed annual cost for service of $518.64 is 0.47% of the MHI for the
area. The percentage is for comparison only and has no impact on whether a project qualifies for funding from the tllinois
EPA. The percentage comparison and MHI are two of several criteria used to determine whether a loan project qualifies
for interest rate reductions or principal forgiveness.

Public comments are invited on the proposed project. For further information contact:

Rachael Heaton, Project Manager
Infrastructure Financial Assistance Section
illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Bureau of Water

1021 North Grand Avenue East

P.0. Box 19276

Springfield, lllinois 62794-9276
(217)782-2027



Flagg Creek Water Reclamation District

John McElwain Water Reclamation Plant
7001 N Frontage Road, Burr Ridge, IL 60527
Latitude: 41 45 39N; Longitude: 87 54 26W
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